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relatively stable in t hese reagents when solu bilized. Basal cells 
became umeactive with BP autoantibod ies when incubated 
with 1% periodic acid. Oxidation and denaturation of the anti-
gen may account for this finding. 
It is known th at certain proteolytic enzymes such as trypsin 
split epidermis fro m dermis by digesting the cu taneous basal 
lamina [12]. These enzymes and also glycosidic enzymes have 
been shown to increase th e reactivity of skin sections with BP 
autoantibodies, when tested by indiJ'ect IF [13,14]. In disso-
ciated cells, however, we have not detected this increase in 
reactivity. T herefore, if inflammatory immunological injury and 
release of these enzymes occurs in the upper dermis, the spli t 
of epidermis from the dermis may result from the digestion of 
structures located underneath the lamina lucida, which contains 
BPAg. 
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Announcement 
A Dermatopathology Foundation course in Gross and Microscopic Pathology of the Skin will be held 
June 15 to 19, 1981, (Monday-Friday) at the Resorts International H otel Casino, Atlantic City, New 
Jersey. (40 hours credit-AMA category-I.) For information write Dermatopathology Foundation, PO 
Box 377, Canton, MA 02D2I. 
